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Mary McLeod Bethune was a great leader, educator and humanitarian. She founded the 
National Council of Negro Women. Because of her, Black women have a movement 
which nourishes and sustains growth, broadens vision, and which organizes power. 
Each is needed to continue the work she began. It is more important today than ever. 
The Bethune Recognition Program offers a very special opportunity to support Mrs. 
Bethune’s ideals and to live the legacy of unity, commitment and self-reliance. 
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MY LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 


by 


Mary McLeod Bethune 


Sometimes as I sit communing in my study I feel that death is not far off. 
Iam aware that it will overtake me before the greatest of my dreams — full 
equality for the Negro in our time — is realized. Yet, I face the reality 
without fear or regrets. I am resigned to death as all humans must be at the 
proper time. Death neither alarms nor frightens one who has had a long 
career of fruitful toil. The knowledge that my work has been helpful to 
many fills me with joy and great satisfaction. 

Since my retirement from an active role in educational work and from 
the affairs of the National Council of Negro Women, I have been living 
quietly and working at my desk at my home here in Florida. The years 
have directed a change of pace for me. I am now 76 years old and my ac- 

_ tivities are no longer so strenuous as they once were. I feel that I must con- 
serve my strength to finish the work at hand. 


Already, I have begun working on my autobiography which will record 
my life’s journey in detail, together with the innumerable side trips which 
have carried me abroad, into every corner of our country, into homes, both 
lowly and luxurious, and even into the White House to confer with the 
Presidents. I have also deeded my home and its contents to the Mary 
McLeod Bethune Foundation, organized in poses for research, interracial 
activity and hip of wider ed pp 

Sometimes I ask myself if I have any other legacy to leave. Truly, my 
worldly possessions are few. Yet, my experiences have been rich. From 
them I have distilled principles and policies in which I believe firmly, for 
they represent the meaning of my life’s work. They are the products of 
much sweat and sorrow. Perhaps, in them there is something of value. So, 
as my life draws to a close, I will pass them on to Negroes everywhere in the 
hope that an old woman’s philosophy may give them inspiration. Here, 
then, is my legacy. 
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I Leave You Love. Love builds. It is 
positive and helpful. It is more beneficial 
than hate. Injuries quickly forgotten 
quickly pass away. Personally and racially, 
our enemies must be forgiven. Our aim 
must be to create a world of fellowship and 
justice where no man’s skin, color or 
religion, is held against him. “Love thy 
neighbor” is a precept which could trans- 
form the world if it were universally prac- 
ticed. It connotes brotherhood and to me, 
brotherhood of man is the noblest concept 
in all human relations. Loving your neigh- 
bor means being interracial, interreligious, 
and international. 


I Leave You Hope. 


I Leave You A Respect For The Use 
Of Power. We live in a world which 
respects power above all things. Power, in- 
telligently directed, can lead to more 
freedom. Unwisely directed it can be a 
dreadful destructive force. During my 
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many crushing burdens and handicaps, 
have risen from the cotton fields of South 


public servant in the government and 
country, and a leader of women. I would 


lifetime I legt 
grow enormously. It has always been my 
irst concern that this power should be 
placed on the side of human justice. 
F 
Sa chli tha Negro in America m 
e real 


to any group that seeks to subvert democ- 
racy. That is why we must select leaders 


growth will be great in 
esterday, our ancestors endured the 
degradation of slavery, yet they retained 
thei diiy. Today, wa dint car 
economic and political strength toward 


winning a more abundant and secure life. 
Tomorrow, a new Negro, unhindered by 
race taboos and shackles, will benefit from 


This I believe with all my heart. 


I Leave You The CI of 
Developing Confidence In One 
nother. As long as Negroes are hemmed 
Imo racial blocs of prejudice and pressure, 
it will be necessary for them to band to- 
gether for economic betterment. Negro 
banks, insurance companies and other 
businesses are examples of successful racial 
economic enterprises. These institutions 
were made possible by vision and mutual 
aid. Confidence was vital in getting them 
started and keeping them going. Negroes 
have got to demonstrate still more con- 
fidence in each other in business. This kind 
of confidence will aid the economic rise of 
the race by bringing together the pennies 
fae ills of ur pple so oughing 
them „ Economie 
. 
enlightened age, and it is not practicable. 
We must spread out as far and as fast as we 
can, but we must also help each other as 
we go. 


I Leave You A Thirst For Education. 


Negro population is at i highest poiat (n 
aking greater use of the 


equi 
ith vision, mental clarity, health and 
education, 


who and of great 
moral stature and ability. We have great 


duce more qualified people like them, who 
will work not for themselves, but for 
others. 


I Leave You Faith. Faith is the first 
factor in life devoted to service. Without 
faith nothing is possible. With it, nothing is 
impossible. Faith in God is the greatest 
power; bur gest too; tr faiti: in oneself fr 
50 years the faith of the American Negro in 
himself has grown immensely, and is still 
increasing. The measure of our progress as 
a race is in precise relation to the depth of 
the faith in our people held by our leaders. 
Frederick Douglas grok though he was, 

by a deep conviction that his 
people would heed his couse! and follow 


sacrifices, for they were the foundations of 
the progress of our people. 


I Leave You Racial Dignity. I want 
Negroes to maintain their human dignity 
Ne 


all the wealth in 
the world, for had I been born white, I 

\t not have been able to do all I have 
done or yet hope to 


I Leave You A Desire To Live Har- 
moniously With Your Fellow Man. The 

problem of color is world-wide. It is found 
and Asia, Europe and South 
America, I appeal to American 
Negroes—both North and South, East and 


belongs to youth, for 
youth will take over its future manage- 
ment. Our children must never lose their 
zeal for building a better world. They must 
not be discouraged from aspiring toward 
greatness, for they are to be the leaders of 
tomorrow. Nor must they forget that the 
masses of our people are still underprivileg- 
ed, ill-housed, impoverished and victimiz- 
ed by discrimination. We have a powerful 
fotential in our youth, and we must have 
the courage to change old ideas and prac- 
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at all costs. We 


that we are the custodians as well as the 
heirs of a great civilization. We have given 


the 
3 Despite 


cultivate them and use them as tools for 
our task of completing the establishment of 
quali for the Negro, We must 

these tools 


ee Gate re bal als Wam pe 
them fully open. 


Dr. Dorothy 8 Height 


National President 


‘Living link’ 


(emen. 
The 4 million-member 
council 


women,” Height says 
from a wheelchair. Last 
month, an elevator door 
struck her, 


For years, the former so- By Owe 
cial worker has been trying to and black 


